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The whole CORRESPONDENCE, and che CIRCULAR LET» 
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Tor READER: 


A controverſial writer, though ever ſo ſucceſf- 
ful is but as a flower of a day. Neither the juf- 


tice of bis cauſe, the force of his arguments, nor | 


the elegance of his ſtyle, can ſecure to him perma- 
nent fame : bis laurels will wither, and his wreaths 
will fade ſo ſoon as his ſubje& ceaſes to be intereſt- 

ing. Even the diſtinguiſhed names of BURKE 


and PAIN, will be remembered no longer than 


the public mind is agitated, or partes intereſted 


by the prerogatives of kings, or —. rights of 


man. 


+= ll literary reputation is not the proper obje 
u diſputant, and if be expets the tranſi ient no- 


tice and approbation of the public, be ſhould rather 


_ affe} thoſe ſtubborn things called FACTS, than at- 
tempt to impoſe upon a judicious and impartial pub- 
lic, by embelliſhing bis arguments with the ſpecious, 
but tinſel gloſs of rhetorical flawers, : © 

Truth and perſpicuty, therefore are all the au- 


thor thinks neceſſary to inſure his ; ſucceſs : condin. 


ed that the divine force of truth, is not to be van- 


quiſhed when fairly expoſed in in a plain unvar niſned 


gulf. 
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In this confidence, be preſumes boldly to enten 
. be lifts he boaſts no other arms or ornaments than 


ruth and iuſtice, and in which be throws the fol- 


Jowing pages, as a gauntlet of defiance in the face 
Of vitLany and HYPOCRISY : nor does be doubt 


victory, however powerfully they may be ſupport- 
ed by their auziliaries impudence, falſhood, dif- 
ſimulation, a nd and all the powers and arts Y kna- 
very combined. 


The diſpute between Dr. Whitehead and bis 


opponents, is of more importance to the cauſe re. 
ligion than may, perhaps, at firſt appear to the in. 
_ different or ſuperficial obſeover, It is of ſtill 
greater importance to every individual of that con- 
nexion in which it threatens a ſchiſm. Both the 
contending parties from obvious motives have con- 
 cealed, or only partially repreſented the truth, 
Ibis being the caſe, the author thinks himſelf juſti- 
fable; ; nay, be thinks, be but diſcharges his duty 
to his brethren, in laying before them, a true 
and impartial ſlatement of fads. 


In the APPEAL and REMONSTRANCE be bas sta- 
ted, from authentic documents, and undoubted ſour - 
ces of intelligence, a calculation ( from the moſt mo- 
derate average) of the whole revenue and expen. 
diture of Conference : the manner in winch it is le- 


vied, and the purpoſes to which it is applied. 


Alſo, a Review of the work of God ; as it is now 


aid 
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| ſaid to be carried on by itinerant Preachers Sc. 
An enquiry into its nature, operation, influence 
and effects. He has alſo, attempted to delineate 


with a faithful, (if not maſterly hand, ) the cha- 


racteriſtic traits f the Rev. Mr. Weſley, drawn 
from a ſtudious obſervation of bis conduct and prin- 
Ciples, during near eight and twenty years, that 
be was honoured with bis intimacy and correſpon- 
dence, interſperſed with ſome interesting anecdotes. 
The author having been honoured with Mr. 


Weſley's correſpondence, be bas added two of bis 
letters, one written about three years ago, on the 


probable ſtability of the connexion after bis death. 
The other, to a young lady, ona different—but 
no leſs intereſting ſubyet. 


_ Thoſe who either write or ſpeak of the de ad, are 


frequently reminded with the mazim : de moxtuis 
nil niſi poxum. The author, bowever, is of a 


contrary opinion, and thinks be who preſumes to 


erhibit the chara@er of a great man, would more 


fully diſcharge his duty to ſociety, by ſaying de 


mortuis nil, niſi veRuUM. That while the living 


are excited to emulate bis virtues, they may alſo 
be warned againſt bis errors and foibles. 
On this principle, diveſted of prejudice or favour 


be ſubmits the following pages to the candour of 


q Aifeerning and impar tial public. 


A LETTER, &c. 


% A HOYSE DIVIDED ACAINST ITSELF CANNOT STAND, ” 


rruls remarkably proplictic obſervation of our 

1 Saviour, may be very generally applied to reli- 
gious communities of all denominations, and thoſe 
who have made ecclefiaſtical hiſtory, theology, or 
metaphyſical ſubjects in general their ſtudy, have 
found it verified in a thoufand inſtances; but I ſhall, 
at preſent, conſine it to the church of Armenian 
Methodiſds, founded by that celebrated divine and re- 
former, the late Rev. John Weſley, whoſe death, or ra- 
ther, whole /ife, is likely to produce a ſchiſm, in the 
church he with ſuch indefatigable labour, zeal, and 
anxicty endeavoured to eftabliſh on a permanent 
_ baſis. LT 


It will readily occur to the reader, that the hiſtory 
of his life and miniſtry is here alluded to: which 
was firſt propoſed to be written by Dr, Whitehead, 
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and publiſhed under the ſanction and authority of 
Mr. Weſley's executors, and with the approbation 
of the heads of-the ſociety. Hardly had the propo= 


ſals for the Doctors performances been circulated, 


officially ; but another 1s announced in oppoſition, 


in the names of the Rev. Dr. Cote and Mr. Mocre. 


To the former of whom, as a gentleman of ſenti“ 
ment no leſs liberal than his education, I can ven- 
ture to. propoſe a few queries, and ſubmit ſome re- 
marks on a fubject of ſo much importance to him 
ſelf, as the Biographer of fo great and extraordinary a 
man. and whom he has the honour to ſucceed in 
the pontificial power and authority: ſupported 
with ſo much dignity and ability by the founder, for 


near ſixty years. Nor is it of leſs importance to the 


Taue itſelf. 


Firſt: 167 not Dr. Whitehead in point of abilities, 
competerit to the undertaking ? Is he not poſſeſſed of 
the materials neceſſary for the work? To the MS. 


papers of Mr. Weſley has he not acceſs, by the au- 


thority of the executors, as well as yourſelves? But 


you boaſt, being in poſſeſſion of many anecdotes re- 


lated by Mr. Weſley, which throw a light on his pri- 
vate character: If ſo, why not communicate them 
to Dr. Whitchead ? Why not unite in the exertion 


of your joint abilities to render the work as valuable 
and perfect as poſſible, But as nothing that I can 


advance, can be ſuppoſed to influence the judgment 


of either party, and as your performance is likely | 
to 


3 
to make its appearance firſt, I beg you will except 
in good part, the few following hints, ſuggeſted with 


no other view, than to render the work acceptable 
to all claſſes of readers. 


Firſt : Carefully avoid every intimation of par- 
ticular providence, I mention this more particularly, 
becauſe I had the pleaſure to hear you read your 
excellent diſcourſe, preached in America, on the me- 


lancholy occafion of Mr. Welley's death, which was, in 
my opinion, unexceptionable in every reſpect but that. 
Nothing ſubjects a writer more juſtly to the cenſure 
of criticiſm than continually lugging in providence, 


where there is evidently nothing more than accident, 
| or effects clearly perceived to reſult from natural 
; cauſes, The doctrine of a particular providence, is 
now totally exploded from the creed of every ratio- 
nal man. God 1s infinitely good in the general 
5 providence by which he directs the world, let us not 
3 then derogate from the dignity of the Omnipotent by 
9 ſuppoſing him buſy about the minute concerns of 
individual worms. As if his divine laws, eſtabliſh- 
ed when the univerſe was made, were not the work 
of infinite wiſdom, and founded on invariable recti- 
tude; but, as you may be of a contrary opinion, I 
would recommend to your ſerious peruſal the Die- 
tionnaire Philsſophique & Candidus de M. Yaltaire. 


j | Thoſe indeed who embrace the Manichean opinions 
| may advance ſome plauſible arguments in ſupport of _ 
5 j) ͤͤ i ca the 
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the doctrine.—-But can any unprejudiced perſon 
read the following account, taken from the life of 
one of the Methodiſt preachers, without being 
ſhocked at the preſumption ofthe writer.“ As brother 
1 2 zealous young man (whoſe labour it 
& has pleaſed God to proſper in the little circuit 
in which he rcfides,) was obliged to go a few 
miles to comfort ſome mourners in Iſrael, (though 
he had but juſt recovered from a fever) his friends 
adviſed him not to venture, as it was likely to be 
wet; but nothing could ſuppreſs his holy zeal, 
he accordingly ſet out: he had not gone far be- 
fore the clouds threatened rain, and humanly 
ſpeaking, it was impoſſible it ſhould keep up 
till he got to the end of his journey; but, 
however, he was determined not to return 
and Providence kindly directed the winds to 
keep up the rain, till he arrived ſafe in the- houſe 
of God, where his preaching was attended with a 
divin: unction, and an unſpeakable bleſſing to 
ſome diſtreſſed ſouls---Thus does a gracious God 


* 


La) 


cc 
Cc 


cc 


cc 


ce 


0 
CC 


cc 


take care of his own.” — How preſumptious ' How 
arrogant : to believe that God ſuſpended a ſhower in 
the air leaſt a Methodiſt preacher ſhould catch cold! 


Bur ſome people cannot ſee God unleſs he manifeſts 


himfelf in miracles. But my buſineſs, now, is not 


to eimer into philoſophical difquiſitions, I ſhall 


therefore proceed. 


An 


E $3 8 
An inſtance of this fooliſh preſumption eſcaped 
from a Methodiſt, of a more enlightened mind than 
the generality, with whom I was converſing on the 
ſubject of Mr. Welley's death,: he obſerved that 


we had abundant cauſe to be thankful, that Provi- 
| dence had ſpared him fo long, to their prayers,and to 
the ſupport of the work of God, which he had begun 
and carried on, by the divine blefling, with ſuch 
amazing ſucceſs to the great age of 88 years.--- Sir, 
replied [, interrupting him, Mr. Weſley obtained 
that age hy virtue of a good conſtitution, which he 
took proper care to preſerve by regularity and a con- 
ſtant change of air. But admitting the interference 
of Providence, I would aſk, what Providence 
preſerved the life of Abdul Malmet, an Arab, tothe 
age of 98 years, ſpent in the moſt abandoned and 
profligate manner.- A wretch that had debauched 
nis own daughter; murdered his father and three 
brothers : was guilty of ſacrilege, perjury, and the 
moſt abominable of vices : perſecuted to death up= 
wards of three thouſand chriſtians; yet was ſucceſs- 
ful in all his undertakings, always happy, vigorous _ 
to the laſt day in the enjoy ment of all his faculties, cor- 
poral and mental, and at length died with the utmoſt 
calmneſs and compoſure. Now as you cannot cafily 
reconcile this to the doctrine of particular provi- 
| dence, there is but one way of accounting for it.— 
God preſerved Mr, Weſley and the Devil Ab- 
dul Mahmut. „„ | „„ 


Secondly, 


( 6 ) 

Secondly. Let your work be both entertaining 
and philoſophical, as well as divine, for the ſub- 
ject will admit it. Minutely inveſtigate with a phi- 
loſophical eye, the ſecret ſprings of action which in- 
fluenced your hero. View the human mind, exa- 


amine the paſſions and prejudices of man. Enquire 
into the nature of the human heart: tell us of what 


impreſſions it is ſuſceptible, and why. Search the phy- 
ſical cauſes which produced, ſuch wonderful effects 
in the propogation of Methodiſm by the ſeveral 
preachers, particularly Mr. Weſley's miniſtry, -- 
Give us the life of the man as well as the miniſter. 


To return to the diſpute between you and Dr. W. 
I would recommend the greateſt caution in con— 


ducting it, left the people ſhould ſee or gueſs the 
_ motives by which both are influenced—and apply the 
trite ob{ervation of the leaves and fiſbe s. It is ſaid 


by the friends to your work that Dr. Whitehead was 


offered 2 col. for the copy- right, on condition of its 
being ſubmitted to your inſpection, and ſubject to 


ſuch alteration as you might think proper. ---Now, I 
cannot pretend to know the truth of the matter; 


but, as * One man's ſtory is good till another tells 


«© it”==-"tis but juſtice audi alteram partem. The 
friends of Dr. Whitehead, deny any offer being 
made, except that of his ſubmitting his writings to 
your curtailments, additions, and corrections, which 
it could not reaſonably be expected he would do. 1 
will not pretend to decide who is right or who is 
wrong ; 
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wrong; but I can ſafely venture to ſay, that, nei 
ther truth or Juſtice can be on both ſides. 
With regard to Mr. Weſlev's private life, charac- 
ter, and opinions, it is not likely that you will ex- 
hibit them to public view. I ſhall therefore make 


ſome remarks on them myſelf. —That Mr Weſley 
Was a great man is an undeniable truth, that is, com- 
paratively: great amengit little people, His abilities 
were happily adapted to the ſtage of action he choſe, 
and on which only he could he a performer, conſpi- 


cuous and diſtinguiſhed enough to gratify his bound- 


leſs ambition.“ 


Nothing can exhibit his character as an ambitious 


man, more than the following anecdote. which I can 
give from the moſſ authentic authority, When a boy 
he was in theCharter- Houle ſchool, the Rev. A. Tooke, 
the author of the Panthesn, was then maſter, and ob- 


ſerving that his pupil, who was remarkably forward 


in his ſtudies, yet he conſtantly aſſociated with the in- 
ferior claſſes, and it was his cuſtom to be ſurrounded 
by a number of the little boys, harranguing them. 
Mr. Tooke, once accidentally broke in upon him 
when in the middle of an oration, and interrupted 


him, by defiring him to follow him to the parlour. 
Mr. Weſley, offended by being thus abruptly de- 


* For a more particular account of Mr, W. ſee 


the Appeal and Re monſtrance. 


prived 


| 
| 
\ 
| 
| 


66 


prived of an opportunity of difplaying his fuperior 


abilities, obeyed his maſter very reluctantly. When 
they had got into the parlour Mr. Tooke ſaid to 


him : „John, I wonder that you who are ſo much 


above the lower forms ſhould conſtantly aſſociate with 
them, for you thould now conſider yourſelf as a 


man, and affect the company of the bigger boys, who 
are your equals.” Our hero, who could hardly {ſtifle 


his reſentment whilſt his maſter ſpoke, boldly re- 

plied: . Better 79 1 ule in Hell, than ſerve in Heaven. 
Mr. Tooke diſmiſſed his pupil with this remarkable 

obſervation to an aſfiſtant maſter.— That boy though 


deſigned for the church will never get a living in 1: * 


for his ambitious ſoul will never acknowledge a ſu- 


1 or be confined to a pariſh. 


That he was fupetior to the prejudices he 
inculcated to bis followers, and with what contempt 
he ſometimes treated the lay-preachers, the following 


will ſhew.---Being at ſupper one Sunday night, (2 
ſhort time be fore his death) with ſeveral of the 
preachers, one of them obſerved that whenever Mr. 


Weſley travelled, he was always invited to the houſes 


of the neighbouring nobility and gentry ; but when 


the preachers travelled, no notice was taken of them, 


which he could not account for, Mr. Weſley re- 


plied: „It was the way of the world to court the great, 
but 1 ſay, love me love my dog!“ enjoying his tri- 
umph with a hcarty laugh at their expencde. 


Nor 


(9) 
Nor were circumſtances leſs favorable to Mr, 
Weſley's ſucceſs than his genius was adapted to the 
enterprize: as the people to whom he addreſſed 
+ himſelf, the times in which he ſet out &c. As to 
the doctrines, he taught, they were perhaps leſs ex- 
ceptionable than any of the various and oppoſite 
ſyſtems taught in the innumerable ſchools of Chriſ- 
tianity: as to the rigid diſcipline he enjoined, it 
was [evidently neceſſary; but I will not enlarge on a 
ſubject already treated by ſo maſterly a hand as the 
late Biſhop of Gloceſter. A man who is not a ſlave 
BS 0 ignorance, enthuſiaſm, prejudice, and error, will 


4 agree with me in this obvious remark, with reſpect 


o all the various ſyſtems which have all revelation 
+ for their foundation: viz: they are all r:gh7—and 
all are wrong—this ſeeming paradox is not one in 
reality: for they are all right, ſo far as they have all 
virtue for their object, and all wrong, fo far, as they 
are all excluſive in their doctrines : all infiſting, if 
ſtrictly examined, on the neceſſity of orthodoxy to 
ſalvation ; now if there is any fuch thing as ortho- 


' | & Sie there can be but one ſort, conſeq uently all 


hers are excluded: how uncharitable the conclutwp} 
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I would be underſtood as ſpeaking merely on eim. | 
ent, and by no means as reflecting on our holy reli- 
gion, or indeed of any of the various religions of pa- 
gans or heathens of every deſcription; for I think 
nothing more unpardonable than ridiculing the theo- 
1 logy of Confucius, Zoroaſter, Pythagoras, Plato, or 
8 even 
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ww Mahomet, all abounding with the moſt ſublime 


precepts of morality and ſocial duties; and it could 
be wiſhed that prejudice could be fo far overcome, 
that the coincidence of the wiſe precepts of religion. 


could be ſhewn ; that we might unite in worſhiping 
the divine inſpiration, from which they - ariſe : if the 


almighty for reaſons which no man can preſume to 
i fathom, did not communicate ſo clearly a knowledge 
of himſelf to them as our revelation teaches ; Why 
: deny him the glory for what he did beſtow, when we. 
| acknowledge him the author of every good gift. 


But to return to the ſubje& of diſpute. I will now 


lay before the public an impartial and authentic ſtate- 
ment of facts: extracts from the circular letters ad- 
dreſſed to the preachers, and alſo from thoſe that 


paſſed between Dr. Whitehead and his opponents, 


with occaſional notes, and conclude with a few gene · 5 
ral remarks. | i; 


Tt may not be improper to inform the public nd 
the ſociety | in particular, that previous to this publica- 


tion 1 wrote to Dr, Coke on the ſubje&, nearly to 


the purpoſe of what I bave here ſaid, and the Dr. fa 


vored me in reply with the following polite, eleganty. 0 
and laconic note. 


66 Sis, 


« ] return you many thanks for your kind let- 
ter. 7 here are many things touched upon in 
your letter in which vou and Ido not agree in ſen- g 
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c timent. And there are ſome obſeryations of a 


_ © qwerighty nature, But I thank you, Sir, for your 


«« good intention in the whole. 


* As to Dr. Whitehead, he has no more power to | 
** divide our general conference or SY N OD (with 


* out which our great connection cannot be ſhaken) 


6: than the man in the moon. 
« Iam, 


Sir, 

cc Your obliged, humble ſervant, 
„THOMAS COKE.” 
City read 
Nov. 21. 1791.) 


Had Dr. Coke condeſcended to have noticed my 


advice and animadverſion in a proper manner, I 
| ſhould not thus publickly have expoſed their con- 
: duét to the cenſure of the world. 


The following letter containing a "TM 
mary, but partial ſtatement of facts, was ſent to 
all the preachers in the connection, all the perſons 

whb took in ſubſcriptions, or could any ways pro- 


| mote the ſale of Dr. Whitehead's book, which they 


were engaged to do, the ſpirit in which it is written 
betrays the principles of its authors. 


Ca Dear 


* 24 1 —— an. ye = — 
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re 
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DAR BROTHER, 


ON the death of our venerable father Mr. Jour 


WesLExy, the three Executors of his will, with the 
approbation of the Preachers in London, determined 
that a hiſtory of that great and apoſtolic man ſhould 
be drawn up for the benefit of mankind ; and as Mr. 

WEsLEy had appointed Dr. Coke, Dr. Whitehead, 
and Mr. Moore as the managers or truſtees of all 
his manuſcripts and private papers, the executors. 


publiſhed the following caution to Mr, WESLEY' 8 
numerous friends and the public. 


ce T he Executors of the late Rev. John Weſley think 


& it neceſſary to caution his numerous friends and the 
$6 public againſt receivi ng any ſpurious or haſty account 


, his life; as three gentlemen, to whom he has be- 
& queathed his manuſcripts and other valuable papers, 
% will publiſh an authentic narrative as foon as it can 


abe prepared for the preſs.” 
* N. B. The true account al 6 figned by Mr. 


* Weſley's Executors. een, London, March, : 


1 10, 1791.1 
Some 


The reader will obſerve in this place that the 


Exccutors have al ready announced to the world Dr. 


| Whitehead's as the only authentic work, indeed the 


Doctor has all the MSS. in his poſſeſſion, 
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| the adage, when rogues, Sc. 
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Some time after this, the Executors, in conſe= 
quence of the abſence from London of Dr. Coke, 
and Mr. Moore, and the conſtant reſidence of Dr. 


Whitehead, appointed Dr. Whitehead alone to be 


the writer of the life. It appeared to them"that ſome 


compenſation ſhould be made the Doctor for his 


trouble, loſs of time, &c. and the Doctor having 
intimated that one hundred pounds would fatisfy 
him, they determined that a hundred guineas 
ſhould be preſented to him in due time. But after 
this the Doctor changing his ſentiments, intimated 
to the preachers his intention of appropriating to his 
own uſe the copy-right of the book. | 


2 The committee appointed by the conference to 


regulate the books, printing, &c. willing to preſerve 


peace almoſt at any rate that did not far exceed the 


bounds of reaſon, offered the Doctor two hundred | 


guincas, and were willing to make themſelves re- 
ſponſible for the payment of the money. This the L 
Doctor refuſed. The committee and all the tra- 

velling preachers in London converſed afterwards 

with two of the Executors on the ſubject, at which 
time the Executors obſerved that they had formerly 
made an offer to Dr. Whitehcad of half the nett pro- 

fits of the book for two years, and that they believed 
he would now accept of it. On this the committee, 
with 
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: ( 74 ) 
with great reluctance, but with an earneſt deſire of 
preſerving peace, made the above mentioned offer 
of half the nett profits for two years, on condition 
that the life ſhould be-firſt read by them in manu- 
ſcript and approved. The Doctor anſwered that 


he would not ſubmit his writings to any perſons 


whatever on ſuch conditions. We were alſo in- 


formed by two of the Executors, that they had 
offered the Doctor two hundred and fifty pounds, 
and we have reaſon to believe that the higheſt ſuni 
that has been offered to him by the Exccutors, has 
not yet been publickly known. 4 


Seeing it impoffible to treat with Dr. Whitehead 
on ſuch terms, we maturely weighed the whole ſub- 


ject, and were perſuaded that a life of Mr. Weſley 


ought to be 1 written from liberal motives fuch mo- 


tives 


The Doctor was much in the right: What man 
conſcious of his ſuperior abilities would ſubmit his 
writings to the inſpection of ſuch as are the flaves 
of prejudice, enthuſialm, fanaticiſm, and ignorance. 


El except always the raves trom this cenſure, whoſe | 


judgments are biaſſed by intereſt, which they pro- 
mote by im moung on the weak and credulous. 


ZN. B. The greateſt ſum mentioned is three 
hundred pounds. 


RV 
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Shelieve it if you can, 


(:- 16 
| tives, and ſuch alone, as we well know our honoured- 
father would have approved, if his advice could have 


been taken. And as Dr. Coke and Mr. Moore were 


mentioned for that purpoſe jointly with Dr. White- 
head in the Executors advertiſement to the public, 
we have nominated the two former for the work, be- 


lieving them competent to it, and leaving them to 


look for their reward at the reſurrection of the 
Juſt. 5 


They have undertaken the work on this generous 
plan, and hope to compleat a large oftavo volume by 


next Lady-day. The profits will be entirely em- 


_ ployed at the ſole direction of the conference and of 


the preachers in connection with it, as the profits of 


all the other books will be, for the propogation of 
| the Goſpel in theſe three kingdoms and in France. 
We therefore recommend the preſent undertaking 
to your particular notice, The price of the book 
will be five ſhillings in boards. Procure for it all the 
ſubſcriptions in your power, and return the ſubſcriptions 
you have taken for the life of Mr. Weſley intended to be 


written by Dr. Mhitehead, back to the ſubſcribers. 
We bleſs God, we ourſelves as well as (we are deep- 


ly conſcious) the preachers in general, act from diſin- 
tereſied motives, and we will never recommend to 


( 16 ) 


the patronage of the conference any work that is not 


conducted on motiyes equally liberal. 6 
London, October 31, 1791. 


PEARD DICKINSON, 
RICHARD RODDA, 
ALEXANDER MATHER, 
JAMES ROGERS, 1 

JOSEPH BRADFORD, 
ADAM CLARKE, 
JOSEPH TAYLOR, 
JOHN VALTON, 
GEORGE WHITFIELD. 


I think from men influenced by ſuch motiyes, 


aQtuatedby ſo diabolical a ſprit, and capable of ſuch 


injuſtice, the Doctor may entertain the moſt ſerious © 
apprehenſions. Men totally deſtitute of every prin- 
ciple of honour, and take the advantage where they 
can with ſafety. tis cowardice alone that protects 


them from the gallows. How contrary this to the 


ſublime precepts of our Saviour, Do unto all men 


** even as you would they ſhould do unto you." 


I ſhall 
6Who can help admiring the liberal ſpirit with 
which this is written, particularly: Procure for 


it all the ſubſcriptions in your power, and return the 
ſubſcriptions you have taken for the life of Mr, Weſley 


by Dr. Whi:chead, back to the ſubſcribers. 
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I ſhall now proceed with the letters which paſſed 
between the parties, 


The following is from Dr. Whitehead to Mr. Reger, 

SIR, | 

I find it is been reported that I refuſe to let the 

life of Mr. Weſſey come into the Book-Room, I know 
not whence ſuch a report could ariſe but among th 

Preachers : and I am ſorry for it becauſe it is not true: | 

on the contrary, I am very deſirous that it ſhould 


come into the Book-Room, both becauſe the ſale 


will be more extenſive, and peace thereby be preſerved 
in the ſociety. On theſe accounts I am ready to 
yield advantages to the Book-Room to my own in- 
jury, and which the Preachers have no right to claim; 


but I am not willing that the fruit of my labours 


ſhould be wreſted out of my hands by violence. 

I am willing, 

To allow the preachers c one half of the profits 
es from the number of copies they may lell—or 
to fix their profits at 25 per cent. 


2. To reſerve che ratio of the profits to be al- 
lowed the preachers for what they ſell, to the deci- 


ſion of judicious men, no way intereſted in the mat- 


Wr. 


3. To allow the preacheis the uſual profits of the 


trade, and after a limited time to make a preſent to 
the preacher's fund which ſhall be left wholly to me. 


8 I have 


* 


2 
2 


5 


I have no other propoſitions to make. — And 1 
think if theſe are rejected, the Public will not attri- 
bute the conſequences that may follow to me, but to 
the preachers. . 1 

The Executors and I never had any mecting to 
fix on a plan of publiſhing the work. I propoſed to 
Mr. Horton and Mr. Marriott ſeparately, to allow 

the Book-Room one half of the profits ariſing from ; 
the ſale for a limited time, and then the whole fink 
into the Book-Room, which they as individuais very 
thankfully agreed to - But I do not tand in the ſame - 0 
relation to the Conference as I did to the Exccnutsys ; nor g 
ds I think the conduct of the Conference has deſerved of 4 


PPP 


me the ſame advantages whith I thought the Executurs 4 
had ſome right to expect. | | 
Though I have ſaid an much, I know not that 
there are any perſons who have authority to enter 1 
Into any agreement on this buſineſs till the next Con- a 
ference. If then I print the work at all before Con- I 
ference, I muſt of neceſſity print it on my own ac- { 
count, or give it out of my hands without any ſecu— ! 
rity, which would be an ae? of injuſlice to my er and ſa- 5 
mily. ; 
I beg a final anſwer as ſoon as may be, becauſe if 
you refuſe to admit it into the Book-Room, I muſt 5 
alter g 
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. 49 
alter my plan of procuring ſubſcriptions, and 3 
licl / aſſign the reaſon for ſo doing. 
Jam your friend, 
J. W. 
Sept. 7. 1791. 
(T his has been ſent to G. Mhitfield.) 
To whith the fallowing anſwer was returned, 
DEAR SIR. 


We have this morning been conſidering the con- 


tents of your letter to Meſſrs. Rogers and Whit- 


field. We are ſorry that your letter ſhould contain 


ſuch reflections as it does on the preachers and 
Conference, for they are not juſt. 


If you ſuppoſe that the Conference has appointed 


no perſons todirect inreſpect to what may or may not 


be printed for the benefit of the connection during 
the interval of the Conference, you are miſtaken. A 


committee has been appointed, and a regular entry 
of the appointment was made in the journals of the 
Conference, which was read to and approved by the 


Conference, and ſigned ” their Preſident and Secre- 


| 5 75 


We are aſſured by Mr. 1 that you did previ- 
ous to the Conference, ſignify to him, that a hundred 
Pounds would ſatisfy you for your trouble i in wri- 
D 2 ting 


a 


20 ) 


ting the hiſtory of our venerable father Mr, Weſley 

and on Mr. Rogers's informing you that the exe 
cutors had determined to preſent you an hundred 
guineas, you expreſſed your perfect fatisfation and 


acquieſcence. 


But as we are willing to preſerve and to promote 
peace, we do as the committee appointed by the con- 
ference for the regulation and management of the 
books, and for the determination of what may, or 
what may not be printed, and as above mentioned, 


offer to you two hundred guineas for your trouble 


in writing the hiſtory of Mr. Weſley, and do make 
ourſelves reſponſible for the payment of that ſum in 
que time. 


we do not approve of any of your propoſals: but 
if you do not chooſe to aſſent to our above-menti- 
oned propoſal, we will if you defire it, for the ſake 


of peace appoint three of our committee to meet any 


three gentlemen appointed by you. in order that they 


may conſider whether any other mode of accommo- 


dation agreeable to both parties can be ſtruck out. 


We 
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We entreat the faror of an anſwer as ſoon as pol 
_ fible, and are, 
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} Dear Sir, 
2 your affectionate brethren, 

a THOMAS COKE, 

1 JAMES CREIGHTON, 
: PEARD DICKENSON, 
; JAMES ROGERS, 

g RICHARD RODDA, 

1 | 
I JOSEPH BRADFORD, 

i | GEORGE WHITFIELD. 
4 New » Chapel Sept. 95 1791. 

To Dr. Whitehead. 
1 On the 10th, the Doctor wrote ag ain to the Committee ; 


45 follows, 


GENTLEMEN, 
That the report I mentioned 1 is not true, my let 
ter gave you full evidence, 


What I faid to Mr. Rogers was an cle 
converſation, not an agreement. 
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The Executors 
were the only perſons with whom I could make 


? any agreement. I propoſed the plan I have mienti- 

[ oned, to which two of them agreed, and I never 

. poke to any of them afterwards on the buſineſs. 

1 But I now ſee that a moſt artful game was played 7 
1 upon one of the Executors and myſelf to diſeoncert 

f it. But I ſay no more, it is too bad to mention. 


Had 


| 
| 
( 
| 
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Had the Executors continued in their office witho 
moleſtation, the plan 1 propoſed would have been followed 
with mutual harmony. But when the Conference had 
rejected Mr. IS efley's Will, and the very principle on 
which every part of it was founded : and had ar jven the 
Executors from the ir office, as far as their influence could 
reach; my fituation in this work was quite altered. 
And the conduct of Conference, both in relation to the 


Funeral diſcourſe and this work itſelf, has laid me uber 


no obligation, except ts paſs them over in ſilence, or to 
conſider them merely as ſtrangers. 

I can by no means agree to your propoſal, which 
I believe will do little more, if any, than defray the 
expence I muſt be at, and ſupply the loſſes I ſhall 


_ ſuffer by the work. But as I am moſt ſince, ely de- 

ſirous of peace, and the proſperity of the work in 
general, fo I am willing to ſacrifice my own inte- 
reſt to promote it, as far as prudent and unprejudiced 
men ſhall judge it right for me ſo to do.—I will 
therefore appoint three gentlemen to meet three of 
your committee, and commit the whole affair to 

their deciſion. Whatever theſe three ſhall conlen, ; 
to, and ſign, I pledge myſelf to abide by, provided 
the committee will give ſufficient ſecurity that the 
Conference ſhall abide by it alſo. The appointment 


muſt be, for convenience, in the evening. 


[ am your friend , 


J. WuarTEnHeaD. 


Sept. 10, 1991: 
Another 
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Another from Dr WH1TEHEAD to Mr. Mook. 


DeAR SIR, 
J again take the liberty to trouble you on the bu- 


ſineſs of Mr, Weſley's papers, to prevent you from 


making a uſeleſs journey to town. You know the 
order 1s, that when the papers are examined, ſuch 


of them as are deemed not proper tor Publication, : 


ſhall be immediately burned, - But many of thoſe 
are not only uſeful, but neceſſary for me in my pre- 
ſent work. You know alſo that you and Dr, Coke 
have put all the papers into my hands for the ex- 
preſs purpoſe of making uſc of them in writing Mr. 
Weſley's life: On theſe conſiderations I am de- 
termined not to part with the papers, nor ſuffer 
them to be examined, until I have made uſe of the m 


as far as I ſhall want: unleſs you and Dr. Coke 


will enter into a poſitive engagement, to leave ſuch 


papers in my hands as I ſhall dcfire, or think 1 


may want. 
85 I am, &c, 
J. W. 8 
London, Odi. 15th, 1791. 
To the | above, Mr. Aloore returned the underroriten 


anſwer. 


Duan Six, | 
1 Yeſterday received your letter. I did not know 


till within theſe few days, that there was any diſ- 


"pars | 


( 24 ) 
pute relative to Mr. Weſley's papers &c. it is not 
any knowledge of tlus difference (which I have but 
very imperfectly) which inclines me to go to Lon- 
don, at the invitation of my hrethren. I now go, 


becauſe I cannot go at any other time this year, In 


a ſhort time I expect our new Chapel will be open, 


and then I cannot be ſpared. My place in the 


Stage was taken, and paid for three days ags, I 
ſhall therefore certainly go, if the Lord permit, 


Believe me, I am very ſorry to have the ſmalleſt 
profpe& of a moment's contention with Dr. White- 


head, But when, as you ſay, I conſented that the 


papers ſhould be put in your hands, I did it with- 


out the moſt diſtant thought of precluding myſelf 


from examining them, in caſe the Conference ſhould 
think it neceſſary for me ſo to do: and I think I 
faid as much in my letter to you: (but indeed you 
and all men muſt have underſtood it ſo, unleſs I was 
ſuppoſed to be a fool.) The Conference determined 
I ſhould examine them, and that I ſhould not ſub- 
Kitute any perſon in my place. 


1 wiſh to avoid every diſpute that intereſt, whe= 


mmer right or wrong, may in any wiſe occaſion on 


either ſide. But that any thing in thoſe manuſcripts 
thould be publ:ſhed without our examination and 


conſent, appears to me to be entirely contrary to 


juſtice, and ſubyerſive of the deſign of the Teſla- 


tor. 


Igo 


138 
I go to London from a ſenſe of duty to Mr. 
Weſley, my brethren, and, with reſpect to time, to 
my circuit: and 1 certainly never will go again 
upon the ſame errand. I thank God J have better 
work. = 


O that the God of peace would look upon us, 
and cauſe us not to fall out by the way ! this would 
be a real grief to me, as 1 carneſtly with to live and 
die, | 


* 
1 
cw 


your affectionate friend, &c. 


The remarks which might be made on this cor- 
reſpondence are fo obvious, that it is hardly neceſſary 
to add any thing to what 1 is Aar obſetved i in the 


notes. 


The impartial and unintereſted will eaſily diſco- 
ver io which fide juſtice inclines, and will no doubt, 
admit the claim of ſuperior merit (as to literary ta- 
lents) to Dr. Whitehead: the Dr. writes with that 
dignity and confidence, which conſcious ſuperiority, 
truth, and juſtice, alone can inſpire: as to his re- 
flections on the preachers and conference, I cannot 
but think him juſtifiable in any language he may 
apply, or meaſures he may adopt, in oppoſition to 
the authors of that illiberal circular letter: and 
note: even if the cenſure was not in itſelf juſt 
5 which 


{ 16) 


(which, by the bye, it is) the provocation thelein 


given would be a ſufficient excuſe. 


To conclude : Permit me, Gentlemen, to adviſe 


to an accomodation, if it is by anv means poſtible , 
for by making Dr. Whitehead your enemy, the 


moſt ſerious conſequences will infallibly enſue, 
From the Doctor's abilities you have every thing 
to apprehend, with reſpe@ to the ſtability of your 
connection. Nor will the whole CONFERENCE 


or SYNOD combined, with all the aids that may 


be derived from hypocriſy, falſe Topreſeenution, and 


even official authority, be able to oppoſe the irreſiſt- 
able force of truth enforced by ſuperior abilities, and 
ſupported by the intereſt which the wealthier and 
wiſer part of the ſociety, take 1 in promoung his per- 

tormance, 


1 am Gentlemen, OY 


your moſt obedicnt ſervant 


JK CC 


And an admirer of your ab; ities and virtues, 


VERAX. 


For the ſatis faction of thoſe who may not have 


ſeen the ſanction of the Exccutors for the Doctor's 
| life, I have here ſubjoined a copy. 


1 Dr. Whitehead having been acquainted with the 
: public and Faire character of the late Rev. Mr. 


Wetley 
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Weſley more than twenty five years; and being ap- 
pointed by his Will, with two other perſons, to ex- 
amine and reviſe his manuſcripts, we have ſolicited 


him to write the life of Mr. Weſley. And from the 


ſpecimen of condour and impartiality which he has 


given in his Funeral diſcourſe, we doubt not but it 


will be executed to the ſatis faction of candid and li- 


| beral minded Chriſtians of all denominations.” 


GEO WOLFF, fab 
GEORGE WOLFF, Executors of the 
JOHN HORTON, > Rey, Mr. Weſley 


WILLIAM MARRIOTT. 


June 21, 1791. 


APPEAL AND REMONSTRANCE 
70 THE PEOPLE CALLED 
METHODISTS. 


As the following pages are addreſſed more particu- 
arly to you, I beg they may be read with that can- 


dour, which beſpeaks a liberal and unprejudiced 
mind, and which truth demands. 


I ſhall endeavor to obſerve order, perſpicuity, and 
a ſcrupulous attention to facts, the truth of which can 
be well authenticated: and on which I ſhall make | 


ſuch reflections and remarks as the ſubjects natu- 7 


me furniſh : devoid of all * and unbiaſſed 


beral may term my apo/7acy. 


( 28 ) 
by intereſt, I ſhall then conclude by ſubmitting the 
whole as an apology, for what the ignorant and illi- 
I ſhall begin by taking a view of what is 1mpj_ 
ouſly called the work of Ged, as it is now, and has 


been for theſe fifty years paſt carried on by the means 


of itinerant Methodiſt preachers, Examine if what 


manner this work is wrought, by whom, and its in- 


fluence and effects on the minds, lives, and manners 
of thoſe whom we are informed are the only people. 

to whom God has been pleaſed to reveal himſelf by 
an immediate ſpiritual union and communion, where- 
by they are affured of their acceptance with God- 
We ſhall on examination find, that faith alone is the 


groundwork of this evidence. If we more minutely 
nveſtigate the nature, effects, and influence of this 


faith, we ſhall find it poſſeſies ſome very peculiarly 


| advantageous properties: as precluding the neceſſity 
of the practice of almoſt every virtue. This kind 
of faith abounds in a very eminent degree amongſt 
the methodiſts, and it is rather to be feared it has 


ſent more of its votaries to Bedlam than to Heaven.“ 
DEL But 


_— * * - - — 5 — — 5 —— 


*A certain fanatical Grub- "ROS Sas whale name 
well accords with the power of his eloquence, 'has b 


| his damnable doctrine of this kind of faith and thede- 


crees; ſent a poor milk woman to Bedlain, her five 
{mall children whom he maintained decently, were 


obli ged 


(=) 


But this faith, is to wife men a ſtumbling block: an 
unintelligible jargon of myſtical nonſenſe, which hu- 
man reaſon cannot comprehend, and common ſenſe, 
and common honeſty reject, when they find it is fo 
ſeldom, if ever, connected with a virtuous life and 
amiable diſpoſition. Not but what true and rationay 


faith is a ſource of great happineſs to thoſe who poſ- 
ſels it; yet were good works ſometmes inſiſted on, 
zt would not prejudice the work of Cd. I do not 
here infinuate any thing coatrary to revelation; far 
from it; I conſider Religion as a divine principle, 
implanted in the heart of man as an eſſential part of 
the economy of nature (if the expreſfion may be al. 
lowed) for the wiſeſt purpoſes by the Creator, con- 
ſiſtent with his infinite goodneſs and wiſdom. It 
ſhould therefore be cheriſhed by every individual, 
and promo te d by every government asneceſſary to 
| its. 


. : ; 7 * r . — f — 
_ 
— 


obliged to be ſent to the pariſh, Is not a pity he 
himſelf was not confined. not in Bedlam, but in 
Newgate? Would it not be an advantage to religion 
and the nation, if all ſuch ſturdy beggars and impi_ 
ous pretenders (who preſumptuouſly and arrogantly 
_ aſſume an authority which belongs only to the moſt 
high God ! Publicly denouncing his vengeance and 
curſes on all men, except indeed a few deluded 
wretches whom they fleece for their ſupport,) were 
ſent to Botany Bay or Sierra Leona. EL 


(7 


its happy exiſtence : and every attempt to under- 


mine its foundation by difputing its divine origins 
| ſhould be conſidered by every man as an attempt 


to rob him of the greateſt comfort of life. There 
is an eſſential difference between this excluſive ſauing 
faith, and that inſpired by a rational religion—the 


former damning every one that cannot acquire it, 


and the latter compriſing all that is requiſite to ſal- 
vation jn this ſhort, but ſublime and comprehenfive 
command Do juſtice, love mercy, and walk humbly 


with thy God.” This is intelligible to the meaneſt 


capacity, and perfectly conſiſtent with human rea- 


ſon and conception; but it is, in effect, conſtantly 


and zealouſſy oppoſed by the Methodiſt preach- 
ers both by their precept and example. 


Beſide thoſe who moſt abound in this faith, are 
generally ſo little the b-tter (not to ſay ſo much the 
worſe ) for it, that the whole tenor of their lives are 
commonly contrary to the plain moral precepts of 
Chriſtianity. 


The truth of what I here adyance, will appear in 


taking a curſory view of the Conference, and its 


revenue, how it is levied, and how applied. 


By examining the real principles, character, and 
motives of the founder of Methodiſm, and alſo the 


character of the preachers 1 in the connection. 


11 nas been computed that the contributions raiſed 
among 
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among the members of the different Societies in 
Great Britain and Ireland for the ſe laſt ten years, 
nas amounted to no leis than FOUR HUNDRED 
THOUSAND POUNDS per. annum. It has 
been further proved that about one eighth part of, 
this ſum is appropriated to the purpoſes for which it 
was raiſed, and the remainder 1s diſpoſed of at the 
diſcretion of the Conference, the Preachers, and the 
Stewards. This calculation does not include the 
enormous ſums known to be raiſed privately by the 
influence of the preachers in their reſpective cir- 
cuits. under the various pretenſions of diſtreſs &c. 


However; I do not pretend to AY for the ac- 
curacy of this calculation, yet I think it by no means 
exaggerated, What has come within my own know_ 
edge I can aſſert with confidence, and I challenge 
any one to refute it. 


Of King fwood School, I can ſpeak with certainty : 
for this foundation, many thouſands have been rai- 
ſed which never were, and I believe never was intend 
ed to be applicd to that charity. During eight years 
that T was at Kingſwood, it not only ſupported it- 
ſelf, but produced a conſiderable annual ſurplice: 
This may caſily be believed when it is known, that 
out offifty boys, only eleven were on the foundation: 
and the reſt paid ſixteen pounds per annum, and 
tome parlour boarders twenty pounds. There were 
only 
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only two maſters, whoſe ſalaries together amounted 
to no more than fifty pounds per annum—and a 
French maſter who attended only twice a week, and 
that only foi the laſt year I was there: before that 
time French was not taught, though in the printed 
rules. + As to fervants, ſcarce any were neceſſary 
ihe boys themſelves were maids of all work, gardeners 
&c. add to this the cheapneſs of proviſions at that 
place: indeed meat was almoſt the only article of pro- 
viſion that was neceſſary to be bought, and that was 
given but ſparingly four times a week. No rent to pay 
about ten acres of garden ground &c. furniſhing 
almoſt ſuſſicient proviſion for the conſumption of 
tne whole houſe. Any one that will be at the 
pains to calculate the expenſes and income, will fing 
the ſeciety have been groſſly and villainoufly impoſed 
upon, by falſe pretences and repreſentations. That 
there might be loſſes I grant which might injure the 
ichool; but it will be granting more than the inte- 
_ reſted dare to make known—a maſter was appointed 
to the ſchool with a ſal:ry of thirty pounds per an- 
num: when he came he was very poor, but in leſs 
than two vyeaes, he began to purchaſe land in the 
neighbourhood : a deficiency being found in the ac- 
„ | counts 
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+ The printed account of K:ng ſwood ſehool, and the 
rules relating to it, The account was falſe in al- 
molt every teſpect, and the rules obſerved in ſcarce 
any. | __— 
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counts, he was judged an improper perſon to enjoy 
any place of truſt, and was accordingly diſmiſſed, 

and appointed to a circuit as a travelling preacher — 
but any will do for that, who has but impudence and 
hypocriſy—no matter whether he poſſeſſes a grain of 
honeſtly. Now if this was the caſe with reſpect to 
Kingſwood, may we not conclude that the ſame in” 
iquitous principle pervaded the adminiſtration of the | 
finances in all the different departments, 


O how long ye Heep, will ye be the prey of wolves 
who fleece and deyour you at pleaſure ! ! and ye favs 


be the dupes of Inavery and DFT 


Open your eyes, and behold the villain and hyps- 
crite unmaſked, in inſtances of the moſt flagitioug 
. crimes, aud deeds of the blackeſt dye ! perpetrated 
by wretches, whom you tamely ſuffer to devour 
your ſubſtance, and whom you cheerfully contri- 
bute to ſupport in idle neſs and luxury, which brings 
into contempt the goſpel, and whoſe example has 
done more harm to religion, than that of the moſt 
abaubonad and profligate open ſinner. 


I have ſelected the few following, from many that 
might be mentioned to exhibit the Methodiſt Preachers 
his life and doctrines, in a truer light than it hag. 
hitherto been expoſed : admitting at the ſame time 
that there may be, and I hope there are, ſome ho- 
| neſt and fincere men amongſt them: let every one 
5 = ofa of 


( 34 ) 
of this character except himſelf from a cenſure, that 
is but too generally 8 85 and ww 


I : : | QUI CAPIT : IE FACIT, 


To begin then with the late Ks J. Weſle y: as 
the founder and head, he muſt be conſidered as tlie 
primum mobile, or firſt moyer of this miglity machine 


| of Hypocriſy Fraud and Villainy! Yet were his mo- 
| | tives originally laudable in their intention, virtuous 
| | | in their object, but unhappy i in their conſequences. 
| | This I will endeavour to make appear, by an im- 
partial review of his life, character, and conduct. 


Wl! To delineate with accuracy and judgment, the 
characteriſtic traits of this very extraordinary man, 
is an attempt, worthy the pencil of a more able 

maſter. But as it has not htiherto been, nor js it 

likely to be doneby oneof ſuperior abilities, and equal 
ly uninfluenced by intereſt, I have undertaken the 
taſk a taſk to which] feel myſelf incompetent : yet as 1 
have preſumed to take it upon me: to the utmoſt. 
of my abilities I will do it that juſtice, which is due 
to his memory, and which the public have a right 
to expect. And I flatter myſelf that I am in ſome 
meaſure qualified: being totally diveſted of prejudice 

and having no intereſt either in repreſenting him 
as a ſaint or a devil, for as both he has bcen exhi- 


bited to public view, as prejudice « or intereſt ſwayed 
tlie 
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the parties : whereas it is certain, neither the one 
or the other, could be applied to him with juſtice, 


From what I have obſerved during near twenty 
eight years that I have known him, I have uni” 
formly found him: ambitious, imperious, and po- 
ſitive even to obſtinacy. His learning and know- 
ledge various and general, but ſuperficial; his judg- 
ment too haſty and deciſive to be always juſt-his 
penetration acute; yet was he conſtantly the dupe 
to his credulity and his unaccountable and univerſa 
good opinion of mankind. Humane, generous, and 
juſt. 1n his private opinions liberal to a degree in- 
conſiſtent with ſtrict Chriſtianity ; in his public de- 
clarations rigid almoſt to intolerance. „ In his tem- 
per impetuous, and impatient of contradiction; but 
in his heart, a ſtranger to malice or reſentment ; in- 
capable of particular attachment to any individual 5 
he knew no ties of blood or claims of kindred; ne = 


ver violently or durably affected by grief, ſorrow, or 


any of the paſſions to which humanity is ſubject ; 
ſuſceptable of the groſſeſt flattery, and the moſt ful. | 
Fs | | _ ſome 


From this obſervation of the inconſiſtency ot 
his private opinions and public declarations, I have 
often been inclined to doubt his ſincerity ; even in 
the profeſſion of the Chriſtian faith. 
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43 
ſome panegyric was conſtantly accepted and re- 
warded. In his converſation ſprightly, entertaining 
and inſtructive, but ſometimes rather too ſarcaſtic, 


In his views and expectations, ſanguine and un- 


bounded, but though often diſappointed, never de- 
jected; of his benevolence and charity much lias 


been ſaid; but it it to be obſerved benevolence is 


but a paſſive virtue, and his charity was no more 


than bribery; he knew no other uſe of money but 


to give it away, and he found out, that an hundred 


pounds wonld go farther in half crowns than in 
pounds; ſo that his charity was little more than pa- 


rade, as he hardly ever eſſentially relieved an object 
of diſtreſs: in fact his charity was no more than 
putting his money to intereſt, as the example excited 


his followers to the practice of the ſame virtue, and 


doubled their ſubſcriptions and contributions. In 


his conſtitution warm, and conſequently amorous; 


in his manner of living luxurious and ſtrictly epicu- 


rean and fond of diſhes highly reliſhed, and fond 


of drinking the richeſt wines, in which he indul- 
ged often, but never to exceſs. In his perſon he was 
ſhort of ſtature, but commanding and majeſtic in 
his aſpect, and perhaps, he was indebted more to his 
commanding, poſitive, and authoritative manner, 
than to any intrinfically ſuperior abilities. 3 


Having 
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Having thus given the outlines of his character, 
T ſhall only obſerve, that he appears to have been 
more a Fhilofopher than a Chriftian : and ſhall then 
proceed to ſome anecdotes and circumſtances which 
will corroborate my aſſertions, and juſtify my con- 
cluſion. OY 


As the work of God, as it is called, was the ſphere 
of action in which he was more particularly and 
conſpicuouſly engaged: and as I have ventured to 
queſtion the ſincerity of his profeſſions, it is proper 
that I ſhould ſtate my reaſons for ſo doing. Firſt 
then of converſion ; in the Methodiſtical ſenſe of the 
word, for inthe true ſenſe, I apprehend to be neither 
more or leſs, than forſaking vice and practiſing vir- 
tue; but however, the Methodiſtical ſenſe imports 
quite adi ferent thing, and it is in that ſenſe we 
ſhall view it. I have made it an invariable obſer- 
vation, that Mr. Weſley, although he was often in 
the company of ſenſible men, who were capable 
of forming an opinion, and preſumed to judge for 
themſelves by the light of nature, the evidence of 
the ſenſes, and the aid of reaſon and philoſophy. 
But of ſuch, he never attempted the converſion, 
In his own family and amongſt his relations, he ne. 
ver attempted, or if he did attempt, he never ſuc- 
ceeded: except indeed now and then witha female, in 
| 1 = whom 
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whom he found a heart ſuſceptible of any impreſſion 


he pleaſed to give, It is remarkable, that even the 
children of Mr. C. W. were never converted—be= 


cauſe they, and moſt of his relations, p oſſeſſed ſenſe 


enough to diſcover hypocriſy, and honeſty enough 


to reject the advantage they might have derived 


from aſſuming it. But what is ſtill more extraor- 
dinary, is, that out of ſo many hundred, who have 
been educated at Kingſwood, in the moſt rigid diſci- 
pline of Methodiſm, hardly any have embraced their 
tenets, or become members of the ſociety. The 
reaſon 1s pretty obvious, they were taught too much 
to imbibe the ridiculous prejudices the founder 
wiſhed to be inſtilled into their minds: Philoſophy 
and Methodiſm, are utterly incompatible. When 
the human mind is informed by the ſtudy of phi- 
loſophy, it expands itſelf to the contemplation of 


things, patticularly theology and ethics on a more 


enlarged ſcale, and is not to be confined by the narrow 
bounds of opinion: nor is it ſo open to the deluſion = 
of fanatical viſionaries, = 


It i is true indeed, the work, was ſometimes at- 
tended with power among the children at Xing 


' Wood,  Conver foons were frequent; but never dura» 


ble. I mylelt was converted ſome ten or a dozen 
times, but unluckily, my claſs leader was detected 


in 
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in having ſtolen a pair of ſilver buckles, This Was 2 
dreadful ſtroke to the work: and a glorious triumph 
to the wicked one. The whole fabric of faith, graces 
and all its concomitant vices, as hypocriſy &c. &c. 
experienced a total overthrow! The ſerious boys, 
as they were called by way of eminence, fell into 
the utmoſt contempt, and ever after, the leader of a 
c/aſs was ſtiled Captain of the Gang: a convert t and 
a thief, were ſynonimous terms. 


A general . the boys, was once 
ſlected, by the late excellent Mr. Fletcher: one poor 
boy only excepted, who unfortunately reſiſted the 
influence of the holy ſpirit; for which he was ſe- 
verely flogged, which did not fail of the defired ef- 
fect, and impreſſed proper notions of religion on 
his mind. Unhappily theſe operations of the ſpirit, 
though violent, were but of ſhort duration, 


As the converſion of men and women, is a more 
ſerious concern than that of children, I will de- 
ſcribe one, to which I was an eye witneſs, among 
the poor Colliers at Kingſwood. One of thoſe pre- 
ſumptuous and impious fanatical wretches, who af. 
ſume the character of miniſters of God, and take 
upon them in his moſt holy name, to denounce 


bis curſes and YEngrancs. againſt. thoſe who arc far 
| leſs 


„ 


| Teſs guilty than themſclves : a fellow of this deſcrip- 
tion, of the name of Sanderſon (if I remember right) 


preaching to a congiegation of ignorant, but harm 


leſs people. This fellow, took upon himſelf in the 


name of God, to condemn them all to eternal dam- 


nation, painting their deplorable ſtate in the moſt 


dreadful colours: ſome of his hearers were ſoo, 


evidently affected by this diſcourſe, which he took 


care to improve, and taking the advantage of the 
kindling ſpark, addreſſed himſelf more particularly 


to them, whom he ſoon © made roar for the diſ- 
quictude of their ſouls,” The whole congregation 
were quickly affected in the like manner, one and 
all exclaimed What ſhall I do to be ſaved? Oh! 


I'm damned! I 'm damned! 1 'm damned to al! 
eternity! What ſhall I do? Oh! Oh! Oh! 


Our performer obſerving to what a ſtate he had re- 
duced his audience, redoubled his threats of divine 
wrath and vengeance, and with a voice terri— 


ble as thunder, demanded, „Is there any back- 


fliders in the preſence of God?” A dead and ſo- 


lemn pauſe enſued—rill he exclaimed ** Here is an 


old grey headed finner : at the lame time ſtriking | 


with his hand violently on the bald pate of an ho- 
old man who fat under the deſk; the poor man 
::ve a deep groan; whether from convidtion, or 


 trom the pain of the blow, I know not, for it was 
far from being gentle, had he taken the ſame liberty 
; | | with 
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with ſome it is to be feared they hardly would have 


reſiſted the temptations of the devil to have returned 
it. The farce was not yot concluded : when they 
were ſtrongly convulſed with theſe convictions, he fell 


down upon his knees, and with the greateſt fervency, 


accompanied with abundance of tears, he intreated 
the Lord in mighty prayer, to have. compaſlion on 
the poor deſponding ſinners whom he had brought 
to a proper ſenſe of their danger: the prayer con- 


tinued about ten minutes, accompanied by the ſighs 


and groans of the converted and alarmed ſinners, in 
concert making a moſt divine harmony: when ſud- 
denly ſtarting up, he pretended to have received a 
gracious anſwer to his prayer, and with a joyful and 
ſmiling countenance, pointing towards the window, 
exclaimed :—Bchold the lamb ! Where! Where! 


Where! was the cry of every contrite and returning 
ſinner, (and they were all of that deſcription,) 
There! (continued the preacher, extending his 


arms towards the window where he pretended firſt 
to have eſpied the lamb.) In Heaven! In Colo! 
making interceſſion for your ſins! And 1 have his 


authority to proclaim unto you—** your ſins are 
forgiven, —depart in peace,” —O my deareſt brethe- 
Ten how” ſweet is the ſound of thoſe extatic words. 
4 Behold the Lamb of God, who taketh away the 


*t fins of the world! But could you but feel the. 


- peculiar energy, the divine force, the rapturous and 
cheering import of the original, your mouths would 


F 
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be filled with praiſe, and your hearts with divine joy, 
Holy exultation, and unſpeakable gratitude, Only 
mark the ſound of the words, even that will convey 
an inexpreſſib'e pleaſure to your ſouls. ** Hecca Han- 
& ous Det | Ki dollit pekkaltus Monday!” The ſchool- 
boys (who were ſeated in a pew detached from the 


congregation on account of their prophane and con- 


temptuous behaviour during ſervice) immediately 
burſt into a loud laugh, on one of the congregations 


ſaying, «<Q the bleſſed man. We {hall ſee him again 
< on MoNDAY.” 


Many, clas all their converſions are effected 
in the ſame manner. But is it not ſhocking to a 
ſerious mind, to behold an illiterate wretch mounted 


on a roſtrum in Moorfields, or ſome other theatre 
of their preſumptious declamations, bellowing blaſ- 
phemy, and dealing out damnation to their fellow 
creatures: repreſenting a God of love and infinite 
N mercy, as a monſter of cruelty, and a vindictive ty- 
rant. Painting him in colours calculated to inſpire 
horror, dread, and hatred ; ; rather than hope, confi- 
dence, and love. 185 | 


There is a very ſtriking difference between the 


inſpiration theſe preſumptuous fanatics boaſt, and 
that with which it pleaſed God to inſpire the diſci- 
ples and Apoſtles of old: for though many amongſt 
wem were taken from the lower claſſes of the people 
and were, Ware if We a as ignorant and illi- 
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terate, as the modern harbingers of the grace and 
will of God; yct, when inſtructed by Divine wiſdom 
they were alſo taught common ſenſe ; and were ele- : 
gant in their diction, and elegant in their writings. 


Such as the foregoing is) the general character of | 
the Methodiſt Preacher with very tew exceptions. = 
In this manner, and by ſuch inſtruments does it | 
pleaſe God to carry on the great work of Salvation, Es: 
by inſpiring or beſtowing that faith which cometh | ö 
by hearing: by hearing his word and will deelared 
by tlie men and in the manner deſeribed. 


We will now view the Methodiſt Preacher as a 
Member of Society, and by contraſting his morals 
with his religious profeſſions, ſce how he diſcharges 
his duty to his fellow creatures, For this purpoſe, 

1 have ſclected a few, that have come within my 
_ own knowledge, as examples, which make them ap- 
pcar to be, in the emphatical words'of our Saviour, 
IVelves in Sheeps cloathing. One among the many 
of this deſcription, and who is well known and 
greatly admired in the connection. When quar-— 
tered at Cheſham in Buckinghamhire.-=- This fel- 
low by the ſpecious ſanctity of his life and manners, 
the zeal and energy of his preaching, and above all 
by the uncommon fervency of his prayers, gained an 
extraordinary degree of influence with his hearers. 
Every one was anxious to entertain this man of God, 
in his houſe, whilſt he ſojourned among them, | 
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hoping to participate a portion of his divine ſpirit. 
Being earneſtly ſolicited by every conſiderable Mem- 


ber of the Society at that place, he at laſt complied 
with the requeſt of Mr.T a worthy honeſt man, 


but who was unfortunately a dupe to his credulity :_ 
little did he think when he took this apparent Saint 


into his houſe, he harboured a viper in his boſom? 
which would ſting him to the heart, and for ever 


deſtroy his peace. But he, poor unſuſpecting man, 


proud of the honour his gueſt deigned to confer on 


him, entertained him not only in the moſt. friendly 
but the moſt ſumptuous manner : indeed beyond his 


ability, for not ſatisfied with enjoying the Saint to 
_ himſelf, he would have others partake of the blef- 
ſing, and during his ſtay at Oheſham, which was 


near a twelvemonth, he kept open houle, for the re- 
ception of thoſe who were defirous of profiting by 
the prayers and converſation of this righteous man. 
This was not all: our Saint, like moſt other Saints, 


poſſeſſed a moſt humane and benevolent heart, and 


charitable diſpoſition. He felt for the diſtreſſes of 


the poor, the ſick, the deſtitute widow, and the fa. 


therleſs children; and was grieved that it was not 
in his power to adminiſter temporal relief to their 
bodies, whilſt he liberally beſtowed ſpiritual] conſo- 


lation to their ſouls. The diſtreſſes of the miſerable 


and the unbounded, and diffuſive benevolence of his 
heart was his conſtant theme: while he lamented 
5 . his 


T:-48-3 
his inability to gratify himſelf in the extenſive prac- 
tice of that godlike virtue. A virtue he thought it 


his duty to inculcate before all others; a virtue ſo 


ſtrictly enjoined by our bleſſed Saviour, as covering 
2 multitude of evils, and which 1s a ſure and certain 
ſign of the true ſaving-faith. He ſoon convinced his 
hearers of the neceſſity of charity to ſalvation, and ex- 
torted very conſiderable ſums to be applied at his diſ- 
cretion. His generous and hoſpitable friend, withwhom 
he lived, contributed very liberally to the relief of the 


imaginary objects for wnom this mereiful man was ſo 
much concerned, fully ſatisfied that what was given 
to the poor was lent to the Lord. In this ſecurity, 
he ſuffered him to take up goods and lent him mo- 


ney to a very conſiderable amount, for the uſe of the 
poor. — But mark, how the villain abuſed his confi- 


dence, and in what manner he returned his kind- 
neſs.— Mr.. & had a daughter, a fine girl about 
ſeventeen years of age, of a gay, lively, and cheerful 


temper, giddy, but innocent. She like moſt of her 


age and diſpoſition, preferred playing ſometimes, to 
praying always, to the great grief of her parents and 
friends, for ſhe thought it not a damning fin to play 


a game at cards, or go to an aſſembly occaſionally, 


Her father intreated his gueſt to take her into his 


hands, and endeavour to convince her of the error 9 


ber ways, to point out the danger of her preſent ſtate | 


to pray with her and talk with her of the things that 


make 
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make for her peace, To effect this pious and moſt 
important end, he was frequently cloſetted with his 
fair penitent ; for he had reduced her to repentance, 


already by his preaching.—He was not long employed 


in this holy work. in which the family frequently 


heard him ſtruggle with God in mighty prayer, than 
he ſucceeded ſo far as to ſeduce her IN. B. It is 
to be obſerved, that he had previouſly eſficted her 
cenderſion.— This is a fact: well known and in- 
controvertable. And ſtrange to tell! This con- 
ſummate villain.-— This artful hypocrite.—-This 
abominably pertidious and ungrateful wretch, is fil} 
employed in carrying on the work of God ! In con- 
verting ſinners, in ſaving ſouls !—In picking their 


pockets, and in debauching their wives and daugh.. 


ters! 


«© With how ſecure a brow, and ſpecious form 
He gilds the ſecret villain !”? 


I will mention another inſtance of ſumilar con- 
duct in a preacher at Beverly in YTork/hire, who was 
as complete a maſte of diſſimulation as theCheſharn 
Saint, and turned his abilities to almoſt as good ac- 


count. This man like the former, poſſeſſed much 


of the milk of human Kindneſs, and exerted his in- 


tereſt to alleviate the miſeries of poverty, and the 
anguiſh of pain. He had found out a man who 
was truly an object of compaſſion, reduced by diſ- 


calg. 
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eaſe and poverty to the laſt lage of miſery. The 
preacher who was a diligent ſearcher after the abodes 


of wretchedneſs and want, found him out, prayed 
with him, made a collection for him, and relieved 


his wants with a liberal hand—for out of FIFTEEN. 


POUNDS he had colleQed for his uſe, he gave him 
FIFTEEN SHILLINGS! Keeping only FouRTEEN 
POUNDS FIVE SHILLINGS, for his trouble of col- 


lecting it: with which and about twenty pounds 


more, he was entruſted with for the furtherance _ 
of the goſpel in America, he decamped the next day 


to the aſtoniſhment of the fimple fools of hearts ſin- 


cere, on whoſe credulity he fo cafily impoſed. 


Having already enlarged too much on the prece- 
ding articles, my limits are now too confined to ad- 
mit my treating ſo fully on the ſubject, or admit- 


ting ſo many characters as I at firſt intended. But 


I ſhall, probably, make what I have here omitted, 


the ſabje& of ſome future publication. With other 


things, I ſhall enter more minutely into the prin- 


ciples of Mr. Weſley, and attempt to vindicate his 
character from the confequences to which his con- 
duct led him and thouſands beſide, 


I ſhall alſo take a view of his influence in clec- 


tions, and of the weight of the Methodiſts in the 


ſcale of politics, and of their power, as they have 


or may hereafter exert it in the ſupport of, 


or 
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| 


48-3 


or to the poſſible perverſion of the preſent ſyſtem 


of politics and form of government. For the Me- 


thodiſts now Mr. Weſley is dead, will like the Diſ- 


ſenters be rather a political party, than a religious ſeck. 


The form of their government is already changed 


from an abſolute monarchy to an ariſtrocracy and it is 


rather to be apprehended, from the little power their 


Synod or Conference has over the people, it bids 


fair, very ſoon, like all other governments to aſ- 
{ume the democratic form. 


[t is my intention alſo, to give Mr. Weſley's opi. 


nion on the following important e from his 
own mouth and r viz. 


G on the preachers marrying, and hig 


reaſons why they ſhould not, his apology for his 
own error in that reſpect, and commendation of the 
wiſdom of the Romiſh church in prohibiting 0 
the clergy. 


His opinions concerning inſpiration, the new birth, 


and the neceſſity of diſcipline, a peculiar dreſs, and | 
the affectation of a cant language to diſtinguiſh and 


ſeparate his followers from tlie people of the world. 


Alſo, an account of, and thouglits on his laſt ill- 


neſs and death: obſervations on the pomp and ex- 
Nauen, of his funeral, and ſome firictures on hi, 
will. | 


Some 
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Som? further particulars relating to Kingſwood 
ſebosl, with an account of ſeveral of the maſters. 


A prophecy of Mr. C. Weſley's on his death 
bed, concerning things that would come to paſs 
ſhortly alter his death: and which appear now to 
be near the fulfilment. | 


Re 


Obſervations on the luxurious and extravagant 
lives of the preachers, contraſted wtth their doc— 
trines and profeſſions of mortification and ſelf de- 
nial, 


Thoughts on chaſtity, occaſioned by ſome ob- 


ſervations of Mr. Weſley's on that virtue, in a 


letter to the author. Alfo, ſeveral of his letters 


on various importa it and intereſting lubiects. 


J cannot more properly conclude the preſent, 
than by preſenting the reader with the two follow- 
ing letters, written by Mr. W. as 1 conccive 
they not only throw a ſtrong light on his charae- 
ter r and principles 3 bat arc allo 4 very bt. 


apology tor this publication, as they lerve to 


roborate inc truth of my allertions, and juflif 


reflections and remarks. The following 


ten about three years ago, on 2 fubject of great 


* - A - 7. =Y 1 } 5 ewes tes 1 f 
importance, and as ſuch muit be ELITES Srl 


"to every individual in the Connexion. 


I Dear 


** 


| 
| 
| 


1 


© DEAR SIR 
For your obliging letter which I received this 
morning, I return you thanks. | 


Our opinions for the moſt part perfectly coincide 
reſpecting the ſtability of the connexion, after my 


head is laid in the duſt, This, however, is a ſub- 
Ject, about which J am not ſo anxious as you ſeem 


to imagine; on the contrary, it is a matter of the 


_ utmoſt indifference to me: as I have long forſcen 


that a diviſion muſt neceſſarily enſue, from cauſes 
ſo various, unavoidable and certain, that I have 
long ſince given over all thoughts and hopes of ſet- 


[ling it on a permanent foundation. You do not 


ſeem to be aware of the moſt effective cauſe tha, 


will bring about a diviſion. You apprehend the 


moſt ſcrious conſequences from a ftruggle between 
the preachers for power and pre-eminence, and there 
being none among them of ſufficient authority or abi. 


lities to ſupport the dignity, or command the reſpect 


and exact the implicit obedience which is ſo neceſſary 


to uphold our conſtitution on its preſent principles. 
This moſt undoubtedly, is one thing that will ope. 
rate very powerfully againſt unity. in the con- 
nexion, and 18, perhaps, what [I might poſſibly 
have prevented, had not a ſtill greater difficulty 


ariſen in my mind: I have often wiſhed for ſome 
perſon of abilities to ſucceed me as the head of 
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the church I have with ſuch indefatigable pains; 
and aſtoniſhing ſucceſs eſtabliſhed ; but convinced 
that none but very ſuperior abilities would be equay 


to the undertaking : was I to adopt a ſucceſſor of 
this deſcription, I fear he might gain ſo much in- 
fluence among the people, as to uſurp a ſhare, if 


not the whole of that abſolute and uncontrolable 


power, which I have hitherto, and am determined 


I will maintain ſo long as I live: never will I bear 


a rival near my throne,—You no doubt, ſee the 


policy of continually changing the preachers from 
one Circuit to another at ſhort periods : for ſhould 


any of them become popular with their different 


congrezations, and infinuate themſelves into the 
favour of their hearers, they might poſſibly obtain 


ſuch influence, as to eſtabliſh themſelves independ- 
ently of me, and the general connexion. Beſides: 
the novelty of the continual change, excites curi- 


oſity, and is the more neceſſary, as few of our 


preachers have abilities to render themſelves in any 


degree tolerable, any longer than they are new. 


The principal cauſe which will inevitably effect 
a diminution and diviſion in the connexion after 
my death, will be the failure of ſubſcriptions and 
contributions towards the ſupport of the cauſe, for 


money is as much the ſinews of religious, as of 


military power, If it is with the greateſt difficulty 
i e e 


my 
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that even I can keep them together, for want of 


this very neceſſary article; I think no one elſe can. 


Another cauſe, which with others will cffe&t the 


diviſion, is the diſputes and contentions that will 
riſe between the preachers and the parties tha 
will eſpouſe their ſeveral cauſes, by which means 
much truth will be brought to light, which will 
reflect ſo much to their diſadvantage, that the eyes 
of the people will be opened to ſee their motives 
and principles, nor will they any longer conttibute 
to their ſupport, when they find all their pretenſi- 
ons to ſanity and love, are founded on motives 
of intereſt and ambition. The conſequence of which 
will be, a few of the moſt popular will eſtabliſh 


themſelves in the reſpective places where they have 


gained ſufficient influence over the minds of the peo- 


ple. The reſt muſt revert to their original humble call 
ins. But this no way concerns me: I have attained 


object of my views by eſtabliſhed a name that will 
not ſoon periſh from the face of the earth ; I have 


founded a ſect which will boaſt my name, long af 
ter my diſcipline and doctrines are forgotten. 


«My character and reputation for ſanctity is now 
beyond the reach of calumny; nor will any thing 
that may hereaiter come to light, or be ſaid con- 
cer ning me, to wy P rc; udice, however true, gain 
Cc redit, g 

«© Ny unſold name, th' auſtercuels of my life, 


Ill vouch againſt it, 


And 


„ 
And fo the accuſation overweigli, 
That it will ſtifle in its own report, 
And ſmell of calumny.““ 


Another cauſe that will operate more powerfully 
and effectually than any of the preceding, is the 


rays of philoſophy which begins now to pervade 


all ranks, rapidly diſpelling the miſts of ignorance, 
which has been long in a great degree the mother 
of devotion, of ſlaviſh prejudice, and the enthuſi- 
aſtic bigotry of religious opinions: the decline of 
the papal power, is owing to the ſame irreſiſtible 
cauſe, nor can it be ſuppoſed that Methodiſm can 


ſtand its ground, when brought to the teſt of truth, 


reaſon, and philoſophy, 
I am & c. 
| | ; W. N 
City Road, 
Thurſday morn. 


The following was written to a very amiable and accom- 


pliſhed lady, ten years ago; The lady was about three 


and twenty years of age. Mr. W. as appears by his own 
account was in his eighty firſt year which occaſions ſome 
difficulty, ſor if we add ten years to eighty one, it makes 
him ninety one when he died, whereas the inſeription on his 
coffin, and all the accounts make him but eighty eight - 


The fact is, Mr. W. as he advanced in years, was unwilling 


to acknowledge his age, and pretended ignorance of it, al- 
_ Edging that the fire at Epworth, deſtroyed the pariſh regit- 
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ter and there was no other account; but it ſeems impros 


bable that his mother, who lived till he was forty years old, 


or more, ſhould be ignorant of it. I rather incline to tainks 


from fafficient groun1s, that he was certainly in his ninety 


| ſecond year when he died: and ſhall perhaps hereaf ter bring 


forward circ umſtances that occurred in the early part of 


life, which will :onfirm this opatyon. 
«MaDA M, 


«Tt is with the utmoſt diſfidence I preſume to ad- 


dreſs ſuperior excellence; emboldened by a violent, 
yet virtuous pafſion, kindled by the irreſiſtible rays, 


and encouraged by the ſweetly attraCtive force, of 


tranſcendent beauty, the elegant ſimplicity of your 
manners, the faſcinating melody of your voice, 


and above all, the inexprefiiblc fire of an eye, that 


the extravagance of the Au ſes have given to the 
Goddeſs of love: but whi ch Nature has beſtowed on 


you alone. 


« ＋ hey ſparkle Rill the right Promethean fire!” 


«Believe me my dear Madam, this is notthe lan- 
guage of romance; but the genuine exuberant effu- 
ſions of an enraptured ſoul. The impreflion of 
your charms was no leſs inſtantancous than irreſiſt- 
ible: when firſt I ſaw you, ſo forcibly was I ſtruck 


with admiration and love of your divine perfections, 


that my ſoul was s filled with ſenſations ſo wild and 


extrav agant 5 
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extravagant, vet delightful and pure !—Baut 1 will 


not indulge in declaring what are my real ſenti- 
ments, left I ſhouid incur a ſuſpicion of flattery. 
Your mind, ſuperior to fuifome panegyric, un- 
ſuſceptible of the incenſe of affected adulation, 


would, with juſt indignation, ipurn at the imper= 


tinent compliments, which are commonly offered 
with a view to impoſe upon the vanity and credu- 
lity of the weaker part of your ſex: I will not 
attempt it; but confine myſelf to the dictates of 


fincerity and truth, nor ſhall a compliment efcape | 


my pen, that is not the lentiment of a devoted 
heart. 

« As beauty has no poſitive criterion, and fancy 
alone directs the judgment and influences the 


choice, we find different people, ſee it in various 


lights, forms, and colours, J may therefore, with» 
out a ſuſpicion of flattery declare, that in my eye, 
you are the moſt agreeable object, and moſt per- 


fect work of created nature: nor does your mind 


ſeem to partake leſs of the divinity chan your 9 
don. 


view thee « over with a lover's eye, 
No fault haſt thou, or I no fault can ſpy.“ 


The reaſon I did not before declare myſelf, was 


the profound and reſpe&ful diſtance l thought it be- 


came me to obſerve, from a conſcious ſenſe of m 
DP own 
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own comparative unworthineſs, to approach, much 
leſs to hope for favour, from the quinteſſence of all 
female perfection.— Forgive me, my dear Eliza, 


and compaſſionate a heart, too deeply impreſſed 


with your divine image, ever to be eraſed by time, 


nor can any power, but the cold hand of death, 
ever obliterate from my mind, the fond imaginati- 


on and ſweet remembrance of Eliza'scharms! Nor 
can even death itſelf divide the union that ſubſiſts 
between kindred ſouls. 

„ Yeſterday, my dear Eliza, the charms of your 
converſation, detained me too late, to meet the pe- 
nitents, as I had promiſed to do; but 


& With thee converfing I ſorget, 
All times, all ſeaſons, and their changes.“ 
* hope however, the diſappointment of mycom- 
pany, did not deprive them ofa bleſſing. 
This being my birth day, rebexions on the re- 
volution of years and the ſhortneſs oi lite, naturally 


intrude on my mind. I am now e/;-!y-one Years. 


of age, and I thank God, I enjoy the fame vigour 
of conſtitution I poſſeſſed at rwenty-ans! None 
of the inf mities that uſually accompany years, ei- 
ther corporal or mental: and I think it not im- 
poſtible that [ may fulfil my hundred years, the 


xcſidue of which ſhall be devoted to love and e 


J. W. 
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5 ER RAT A. 
page 2 line 13 for pontificial read pontiſical. 
10 4 For religion read all religions. 


19 7 for with read which? 

21 24 for poke read ſpoke. | | | 
22 15 for ſince, ely read fincerelY. 

25 25 26 le ave out and note. 


27 5 for condour read candour, 

2 16 for nveſtigate read inveſtigate, 
28 1 of note, for ſrreet read ſtreet. 
21 23 for ſurplice read ſurplus. 


23 for yeaes read years. 

21 for abaubonad read abandoned, 
10 fr univer:a read univerſal, 

24 for ho- read honeſt, 
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Sſecilily will be Tubliſbed, 
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{PRICE TWO SHILLINGS bs SIXPENCE sz W ID) 
A COMPLETE HISTORY 
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RIS E AND PROGRESS OF 
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1 vs work is intended as a companion to the life of Mr. Welley 
about 19 be publiſhed by Dr. Coke and Mr. Mode. It will 


compile with other articles, an account of all the conſpicuous 


characters, both preachers and members in the connexion, from 
He carlieſt period, to the pietent time. 5 


An «ccnrate account of the temporal, and financial concerns 
of all the contilerable Societies in the kingdom, with the nuin— 
ver of members in each Society, with comparative eſtia ates &. 
It will Itkewife comprehend the ſeveral heals which are but 
lightly mentioned in the foregoing Appeal Cc. | 9 55 
As this work is undertaken at the inſtance of ſeveral reſpectable 
members of the Society, for whole accoinmodation it is chiefly 
mtenued; no more will be printed than are alieady ſubſeribe! 
* for, and thoſe who may wiſh to have it are deſired to ſend their 
names to the Publiſher within fix weeks from the preſent date, 
Jan. 20th. 1792. e | 

N. B. No money required till the book is delivered. 
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